	My Technology Inventory

	What is it?
	How can I use it?
	How can my students use it?

	Hardware/Audio-Video Equipment

	Scanner
	Scan historical artifacts and photographs; digitize print documents


	Scan original artwork; scan pictures from text, magazines, etc.

	Digital Camera

	Document important events or sights that might enhance my students’ appreciation for the reality of history; to learn my students’ names and faces; enhance Power Point presentations

	Take pictures of “History in Action”; make presentations/historical newspaper assignments/to enhance reports

	DVD Player

	To show historical videos related to the class; informational documentaries; news broadcasts
	Enhance presentations; get historical information

	One Laptop

	Store student grades and files; make Power Point presentations; make tests/assignments; letters home to parents; store lesson plans
	Write papers; make Power Point presentations; get information off the web; play educationally based games

	30 computer laboratory

	Show research techniques; make efficient use out of research time; make internet based lessons
	Work on research for assignments; do internet lessons

	Productivity Software

	Microsoft Word


	Create flyers and handouts and worksheets; draw diagrams
	Type papers; create class newsletters/newspaper; create brochures



	Microsoft Excel

	Create a database of students and their information; record student grades; compute test/assignment averages
	Organize information for assignments; create databases of information; make logs of assignments and scores to track grades

	Microsoft Power Point

	Create interactive lessons; visually-friendly lecture notes
	Make presentations; combine group projects into a slide show documenting the work of everyone in the group

	Inspiration

	
	

	Macromedia Dreamweaver

	Create a class web page; keep students/parents/community members up-to-date on class activities; communication; links to important class information
	Find out class assignments; make personal web-pages for assignments; classroom communication

	Adobe Photoshop

	File and edit important photographs; make fliers or handouts with visuals for enhanced learning
	Edit photos for assignments; make posters and fliers

	continued on page 2…


	My Technology Inventory continued…

	What is it?
	How can I use it?
	How can my students use it?

	Internet/School Network

	E-mail


	Communicate with parents regarding announcements and important dates; collect student work; 
	Communicate with kids in other countries (keypals), field experts, each other; research projects

	World Wide Web


	Research; additional information for lessons; web-based assignments; check for plagiarism on student work 
	Research; find experts on subjects

	Listservs

	Communication with students, parents, and administration
	Communication with me and classmates

	Class network folder

	Post assignments; Receive assignments; keep students and parents informed
	Receive and post assignments; check class information when absent

	Other 


Technology Inventory Essay

 Julie Herrera


I believe that in this day in age, it is impossible to maintain student attention for any long period of time without integrating some sort of technology that will help to keep them focused.  By having the entire world at your fingertips via the World Wide Web, it is easy to make an interactive lesson with the most up-to-date information in a short amount of time.  I also believe that this is a very important tool when teaching the difficult lesson of plagiarism.  While students now have access to billions of other people’s work, it is also much easier to catch an act of plagiarism through searches.  Technology is also an important tool in making a “boring lesson” much more visually friendly and exciting.  Computers are quickly making communication between teachers, students, and parents much easier so that teachers can have greater parent support in their classes.


I hope to use technology in my classroom to break up the mundane activities that we oft get caught up with.  By showing videos, and using Power Point for class lectures, it will take a little bit of the monotony out of the standard lecture/note process.  Additionally, I hope to use technology to ease my load by posting student assignments on the internet so that they may check what needs to be done rather than having to come to me every day wondering what was missed.  Another advantage to this is that parents will be able to see what the students have for homework everyday so that they can be involved in their student’s work and so that they may contact me about any questions or concerns about the material that is being covered in class.  I have already begun to and hope to continue to use the internet as a great research and networking tool to find out from those who have gone and taught before me what works best in given situations and how I can improve my own teaching for the better of my students.  Lastly, I am a firm believer that there are some things that others have said perfectly already, so by using a video to show these great people, I will be able to get messages across that may be lost through my own interpretations and attempts to portray the exact same message in a less than perfect way.
